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Town of Amherst 
UNOFFICIAL RECORD OF VOTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL  

 
Monday, January 9, 2023  6:30 p.m. 

Councilors in attendance: Devlin Gauthier, Griesemer, Hanneke, Lopes, Miller, Pam, Rooney, 
Schoen, Steinberg, Taub 

Councilors participating remotely: Bahl-Milne, De Angelis, Walker 

Councilors Absent: None 

Staff and others in attendance: Town Manager Bockelman, Clerk of the Council O’Keeffe, 
Minute taker Pierce 

Staff and others Participating Remotely: Assistant Town Manager Ziomek 

When remote participation is used, all votes will be taken by roll call. 
Per MGL Chapter 30A Section 20(f), this meeting is being recorded and broadcast by Amherst 
Media. 

President Griesemer called the Town Council meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.; adjourned at 11:53 
p.m. 
 
1. Call to Order 
8.a. Election of Officers – Charter Sec. 2.2 
1) President: for a term to expire January 2, 2024 
 Pam nominated Griesemer; Griesemer accepted the nomination. 
 Written ballot votes: 

Bahl-Milne: Griesemer 
De Angelis: Griesemer 
Devlin Gauthier: Griesemer 
Griesemer: Griesemer 
Hanneke: Griesemer 
Lopes: Griesemer 
Miller: Griesemer 
Pam: Griesemer 
Rooney: Griesemer 
Schoen: Griesemer 
Steinberg: Griesemer 
Taub: Griesemer 
Walker: Abstain 
 

2) Vice President: for a term to expire January 2, 2024  
 De Angelis nominated Devlin Gauthier; Devlin Gauthier accepted the nomination. 

Walker nominated Miller; Miller accepted the nomination. 
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 Written ballot votes: 
Bahl-Milne: Devlin Gauthier 
De Angelis: Devlin Gauthier 
Devlin Gauthier: Devlin Gauthier 
Griesemer: Devlin Gauthier 
Hanneke: Devlin Gauthier 
Lopes: Devlin Gauthier 
Miller: Miller 
Pam: Miller 
Rooney: Miller 
Schoen: Devlin Gauthier 
Steinberg: Devlin Gauthier 
Taub: Miller 
Walker: Miller 

 
3. Hearings – None 
 
5. Consent Agenda 

The following items were selected because they were considered to be routine and it was 
reasonable to expect they would pass with no controversy. To remove an item from the 
consent agenda for discussion later in the meeting, ask that it be removed when the 
President lists the consent agenda items. The request to remove an item from the consent 
agenda does not require a second. 
MOVED: To move the following items, and the printed motions thereunder and approve 
those items as a single unit: 

• 6.a. Waiver of Town Council Rules of Procedure rule 8.6 for agenda item 6.a. 
2023 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Proclamation 

• 8.b. Referral of Zoning Revisions Duplex to Community Resources Committee, 
Planning Board, and Governance, Organization, and Legislation Committee 
Removed by Rooney 

• 8.c. Adoption of Order FY23-20A: Hickory Ridge Property Removed by Pam 
• 8.d. Adoption of Order Authorizing the Acquisition of 457 Main Street Property 

for Sheltering, Affordable Housing, Supportive/Transitional Housing and/or 
Supportive Services  

• 8.e. Approval of Davis Conservation Restriction – Flat Hills Road 
• 8.h. Referral of Surplus Real Property Disposition Policy to Finance Committee 

Removed by Pam 
• 9.b.1) Appointment of Zoning Board of Appeals Associate Members 
• 9.b.4) Designation of Representatives to speak on behalf of the Town Council at 

Four Towns Meetings 
• 11.a-d. Approval of the following Town Council meeting minutes: 

o November 1, 2022 Special Town Council Meeting with Community Safety 
and Social Justice Committee 

o November 7, 2022 Special Town Council Meeting – Town Manager 
Evaluation Reading Period 



 

3 
Town Council Unofficial Record of Votes 01-09-2023 

o November 7, 2022 Special Town Council Meeting with Budget Coordinating 
Group – Financial Indicators 

o November 7, 2022 Regular Meeting  
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Pam 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimous 
 

6. Resolutions and Proclamations 
a. 2023 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Proclamation 

VOTED VIA CONSENT AGENDA: To waive Town Council Rules of Procedure rule 
8.6 for agenda item 6.a. 2023 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Proclamation. 
 
MOVED: To adopt the 2023 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Proclamation, as amended 
at the January 9, 2023 Town Council meeting. 
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Devlin Gauthier 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimous 
 

8. Action Items 
b. Zoning Revisions Duplex 
 MOVED: To refer the proposed revisions to Zoning Bylaw Section 3.32, Residential 

Uses, standards, and conditions for Two Family Detached Dwellings, Town House, and 
Subdividable/Converted Dwellings, Zoning Bylaw Article 12, Definitions, and Zoning 
Bylaw Sections 4.420, 4.4211, 4.320, 4.326, 4.34, 4.51, and 9.10 to the Planning Board 
and the Community Resources Committee for public hearings to be held no later than 
April 1, 2023, and for a written recommendation from the Planning Board to the Town 
Council and Community Resources Committee no later than 21 days after the Planning 
Board hearing, and for the Community Resources Committee to send a written 
recommendation to the Town Council and to submit all materials to the Governance, 
Organization, and Legislation Committee for review of clarity, consistency, and 
actionability within 60 days of the hearing held by the Community Resources Committee. 
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Hanneke 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimous 

 
c. Transfer of a Portion of Hickory Ridge property on West Pomeroy Lane to the 

Recreation Commission and Appropriation and Transfer for Acceptance of PARC 
Grant 
MOVED: To adopt Town Council Order FY23-20A: Hickory Ridge Property, 
recommended by the Finance Committee on January 9, 2023, and shown on pages 15-17 
of the January 9, 2023 Motions Sheet, as presented. 
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Devlin Gauthier 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimous 
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d. Proposed Purchase of Real Property: 457 Main Street VFW 

VOTED VIA CONSENT AGENDA: To adopt the Town Council Order Authorizing 
the Acquisition of Property for Sheltering, Affordable Housing, Supportive/Transitional 
Housing, and/or Supportive Service Purposes, in accordance with the purchase and sale 
agreement and price signed by the Town Manager, as recommended by the Finance 
Committee report dated December 19, 2022, and shown on page 14 of the January 9, 
2023 Motions Sheet. 
  

e. Proposed Davis Conservation Restriction – Flat Hills Road 
 VOTED VIA CONSENT AGENDA: To approve a permanent Conservation Restriction 

from Barbara L. Davis, Trustee, of the Barbara L. Davis Revocable Trust to the Town of 
Amherst on property containing 4.6213 acres located at 336 Market Hill Road, Amherst, 
and identified as Assessors Parcel 3D-81, and to authorize the President to sign, on behalf 
of the Town Council, said Conservation Restriction, which Conservation Restriction is 
hereby declared to be in the public interest pursuant to Section 32 of Chapter 184 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws. 
 

f. Town Manager Goals  
MOVED: To adopt the 2023 Town Manager Goals, as amended at the January 9, 2023 
Town Council meeting. 
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Devlin Gauthier 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 12-0, 1 absent (Miller) 

 
g. Response to Open Meeting Law Complaint 

MOVED: To authorize KP Law to respond to the Open Meeting Law complaint filed by 
Allegra Clark dated December 20, 2022 on behalf of the Town Council, consistent with 
the Council’s discussion on January 9, 2023, that the Town Council did not violate the 
Open Meeting Law. 
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: De Angelis 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 9-0, 4 abstentions 
Yea: Bahl-Milne, De Angelis, Devlin Gauthier, Griesemer, Hanneke, Lopes, Schoen, 
Steinberg, Taub 
Nay: None 
Present (abstain): Miller, Pam, Rooney, Walker 
Absent: None 

 
MOVED: To call the previous question. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 9-3, with 1 abstention 
Yea: De Angelis, Devlin Gauthier, Griesemer, Hanneke, Lopes, Rooney, Schoen, 
Steinberg, Taub 
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Nay: Bahl-Milne, Miller, Walker 
Present (abstain): Pam 
 

h. Surplus Real Property Disposition Policy 
MOVED: To refer Surplus Real Property Disposition Policy to the Finance Committee 
for review and recommendations to make it appropriate to our current government and 
ensure that it will inform actions, with a report to the Town Council by April 3, 2023.  
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Hanneke 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimous 
 

9. Appointments 
a. Town Manager Appointments – None 
 
b. Town Council Appointments 
1) Zoning Board of Appeals Associate Members – Charter Sec. 2.9(c) 
 VOTED VIA CONSENT AGENDA: To appoint Jordan Helzer, Vincent O'Connor, and 

David Sloviter, as Associate Members to the Zoning Board of Appeals, effective 
immediately, for a term to end June 30, 2023. 

 
2) Budget Coordinating Group (three Councilors) – Charter Sec. 5.2 

MOVED: To appoint Councilors Hanneke, Griesemer, and Steinberg to the Budget 
Coordinating Group, effective immediately, for a term to expire January 2, 2024. 
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Schoen 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimous 
 

3) Joint Capital Planning Committee (three Councilors) – Charter Sec. 5.7(b) 
MOVED: To appoint Councilors Devlin Gauthier, Rooney, and Schoen to the Joint 
Capital Planning Committee, effective immediately, for a term to expire January 2, 2024. 
Motion by: Griesemer 
Seconded by: Hanneke 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Unanimous 
 

4) Representatives to Speak on Behalf of the Town Council at Four Towns Meetings (two 
Councilors) 

 VOTED VIA CONSENT AGENDA: Authorize the Town Council President and Chair of 
the Finance Committee to speak on behalf of the Town Council at 2023 Four Towns 
meetings.  

 
11. Approval of Minutes 

VOTED VIA CONSENT AGENDA: To adopt the following Town Council meeting 
minutes, as presented: 
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• November 1, 2022 Special Town Council Meeting with Community Safety and 
Social Justice Committee 

• November 7, 2022 Special Town Council Meeting – Town Manager Evaluation 
Reading Period 

• November 7, 2022 Special Town Council Meeting with Budget Coordinating 
Group – Financial Indicators 

• November 7, 2022 Regular Meeting  
 
15. Executive Session – None 
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VFW PURCHASE 
 

FY2023 
 
January 9, 2023 
 
AN ORDER AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY FOR 
SHELTERING, AFFORDABLE HOUSING, SUPPORTIVE/TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING, AND/OR SUPPORTIVE SERVICES PURPOSES 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED by the Town Council of the Town of Amherst that: 
 

(a) The Town Manager is hereby authorized to acquire, by purchase, gift, and/or eminent 
domain and on such terms and conditions as the Town Manager deems in the best 
interests of the Town, the parcel of land with the improvements thereon located 457 Main 
Street, Amherst, and described in a deed recorded with the Hampshire Registry of Deeds 
in Book 2283, Page 208, for sheltering, affordable housing, supportive/transitional 
housing, and/or supportive services purposes; and 
 

(b) The Town Manager is authorized to enter into any and all agreements and execute any 
and all instruments as may be necessary or appropriate to effectuate the foregoing 
acquisition. 
 

 
 

__________________________ 
Council Member 

 
 
I hereby certify that at a regular meeting of the Town Council for which a quorum was present, 
the above Order was adopted by a vote of ____ for, _____ against and ____ present on January 
9, 2023. 
 
 

 
______________________________     _____________________________ 
   , Council Clerk      Lynn Griesemer, Council President 
 
 
 
 
 
840810/AMHR/0129 
 





 
I hereby certify that at a regular meeting of the Town Council for which a quorum was present, 
the above Order was adopted by a vote of ____ for, _____ against and ____ present on 
____________________, 2022. 

 

 

 

______________________________     _____________________________ 
   , Council Clerk      Lynn Griesemer, Council President  
 

 

 

 

 



The Town of Amherst makes no claims, no representations, and no warranties, 
express or implied, concerning the validity (express or implied), the reliability 

or the accuracy of the GIS data and GIS data products furnished by the Town, 
including the implied validity of any uses of such data.
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